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Archives de Neurologic 

(July, 1905, No. 115.) 

1. Family Morphinism by Contagion. Briand and Tissot. 

2. The Fear of Observation (Regard). Bechterew. 

3. On the Medical Personnel of Public Insane Asylums. L. Lagriffe. 

1. Family Morphinism. —The authors relate an instance in which a 
mother, son and daughter successively became morphinomaniacs on ac¬ 
count of association with an habitue in the person of an adopted son. 
The adopted son developed the habit from taking morprine and cocaine 
injections for neuralgia, on a physician’s prescription. Toothache and 
sleeplessness were the occasions of introducing the drug in the family. 
All of the members except a son became confirmed in the addiction, and 
wandered about from one place to another getting the drugs by various 
pretexts, until they finally wound up in an institution. In spite of taking 
large doses for five years, none of the party had delusions or hallucina¬ 
tions; and the authors believe that this fact shows an originally good 
mental constitution, and is no argument against the current theory of irre¬ 
sponsibility in such cases on account of hereditary taint. The responsibility 
of the physician and pharmacist is also strongly emphasized. 

2. Fear of Observation. —Bechterew claims priority over Hartenburg 
in the description of the fear of observation, because he recorded three 
cases in 1900. Since then he has observed a number of cases, and he now 
gives a description of four of these. The disease is one of degeneracy, 
and th most potent cause is given as masturbation. The condition may 
exist in a pure form, or may be combined with fear of blushing, difficulty 
of micturition or enforced laughter. A general treatment of baths, bro¬ 
mides and heart tonics is recommended, together with hypnotism. 

3. Medical Personnel of Insane Asylums. —The author states that the 
growing restlessness among the medical staffs of asylums is largely due 
to the fact that these institutoins are still administered under laws dating 
from 1839 and 1857. He reviews the situation, and concludes that the 
physician-in-chief should be relieved from the necessity of seeing all the 
patients every day, and that the assistant physician should have more 
authority, especially in regard to signing routine papers, etc . 

H. J. Nichols. 

Review of Neurology and Psychiatry 

(Vol. 3, 1905, No. 3, March.) 

1. The Prognosis of Disseminated Sclerosis. Byrom Bra mwell. 

2. Some Aspects of Alcoholism (Concluded). A. Hill Buchan. 

3. A Note on Nervous Lesions Produced Mechanically by Atheromatous 

Arteries. G. Elliot Smith. 

1. Disseminated Sclerosis. —Bramwell calls attention to the extremely 
unfavorable prognosis of disseminated sclerosis, as sooner or later 
the great majority of cases pursue a progressive course from bad to 
worse. In some instances, however, the downward progress is inter¬ 
rupted by periods of improvement or complete remission of the symptoms, 
which lead one to give a favorable prognosis. The symptoms then re¬ 
turn with greater intensity and death follows early. Tn only very rare 
instances is the improvement lasting, but nevertheless the author doubts 
whether one is justified in saying that a cure never takes place, as in rare 
cases the symptoms completely disappear, and one ventures to hope that 
permanent arrest or cure has taken place. He cites several cases to illus¬ 
trate his views in regard to these apparent recoveries. Many authorities 
believe, the author adds, that the patches of sclerosis which are the 
pathological substratum of disseminated sclerosis are due to the irritation 
produced by some form of toxin carried to and distributed through the 
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nervous tissues by the blocnd-vessels. The recurrence from time to time 
of the symptoms, after periods of improvement and remission, is very 
suggestive of repeated intoxications. These toxins are probably produced 
within the body, so it is not unreasonable to suppose that in some cases the 
development of the toxins from within or the absorption of the toxins 
from without may cease and that a permanent arrest and cure may occur. 

2. Some Aspects of Alcoholism {Concluded). —Concluding his article- 
on alcoholism, the author gives the following treatment: In nearly alL 
cases the usual warm tub-bath was given on admsision, and chloral hy¬ 
drate gr. 20, and bromide of soda gr. 30, were then administered four- 
hourly until sleep was attained. No bad effects were observed to follow 
their use. They did not appear to set up gastro-intestinal disturbance 
and were well retained. In some cases where motor excitement was espe¬ 
cially marked, hypodermic injections of hyoscine were found to be of 
value. Alcohol was not given in the uncomplicated cases. The author 
finishes his paper by describing briefly cases of alcoholic insanity of a more 
acute form, and states that a sharp dividing line cannot be drawn between 
this disease and delirium tremens, and some other conditions arising in 
the course of chronic alcoholism. In the more typical cases the onset of 
the disease may be similar to that of delirium tremens, but the hallucina¬ 
tions are not so varied and changeful, while those of an auditory character 
are more frequently in evidence, and the true delusional element is more 
systematized than in delirium tremens. The loss of orientation is less 1 
fear, melancholy and ideas of persecution are more marked and more 
difficult to dispell, the risk of suicidal attempt being greater. The dura¬ 
tion of the disease varies from a few days to several weeks or months, 
recovery being more gradual than in delirium tremens; or it may pass 
into a more chronic form. 

3. A Note on Nervous Lesions Produced Mechanically by Athero¬ 

matous Arteries. —Smith claims that sufficient attention has not been 
paid to the role played by diseased arteries in. the mechanical produc¬ 
tion of lesions. He describes the brain, in which there was complete 
atrophy of the left and a partial atrophy of the right optic nerves, caused 
by pressure of enlarged atheromatous internal carotids in the neighbor¬ 
hood of the anterior clinoid processes. In another case atheromatous 
disease of the upper part of the vertebral arteries and the lower part of 
the basilar artery compressed and distorted the medulla oblongata, and 
probably caused death. Alfred Glascock (Washington, D. C.). 



